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Thank You to Everyone Who Made This Possible

The Alliance for Peacebuilding (AfP) convened our 2017 Annual Conference: Peace Now, More Than Ever
over three days, from October 11th - 13th. The first day was co-hosted with United States Institute of
Peace (USIP), and held in their magnificent building on the National Mall. The second and third days
were held at FHI 360’s conference facilities.

This was AfP’s largest conference, hosting 51 unique panels and
workshops that united a dynamic network of funders,
policymakers, diplomats, members of the military, civil society,
and professionals from a broad range of disciplines. This year,
more than 460 participants and 176 speakers from over 31
countries gathered to work toward a common objective:
advancing sustainable peace during a particularly turbulent time

in the world.
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The 2017 Annual Conference would have not been possible without the support of our sponsors! Their
contributions and support help make this unique platform possible. AfP is especially grateful for our
joint-partnership with the United States Institute of Peace, which has grown and expanded our Annual
Conference over the past five years.
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P 2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE =

OCTOBER 24-26 « WASHINGTON, DC

We are thankful to everyone who participated in the 2017 Annual Conference! Witnessing the growth
in energy and passion for peace each year is a true privilege. That is why we are thrilled to announce
that the next Annual Conference will take place October 24 - 26, 2018 in Washington, DC! Early bird
registration will open in March. Please stay tuned for more updates in the coming months, including
announcements for sponsorship opportunities and workshop proposals. All questions and inquiries can
be emailed to Adam Wolf at: adam@allianceforpeacebuilding.org.

Recapping Your Favorite Themes, Trends, and Activities

The 2017 Annual Conference had a special emphasis on collective action, mobilizing the
peacebuilding community around key global challenges. In exploring new peacebuilding frontiers --
from neuroscience, violent extremism and violence reduction, to peacebuilding and gender - we
focused on a range of innovative tracks, including:

1 New forms of media and

narratives for peace "I came here to be inspired, and that's exactly
1 “Rewiring the brain for peace” what happened.”

(blending neuroscience,

peacebuilding and spiritual

practice)
9 Innovative financing for peace

 Nonviolent social movements
and peacebuilding

1 Adaptive learning

1 New approaches to
stabilization and fragility

We also came together around a
. . gy “Wirinoc coa l ‘or Pes » work e Hers y
strategic systems mapping workshop, The Re-Wir ing lhvc Brain ln} Peace workshop ll!tl ¢.l'|‘l.\
; ! changed my viewpoint on something about myself.
allowing our community to reflect on

where we might be frozen, and where
we might find key leverage points in
our quest for more impactful
peacebuilding.

The 2017 Annual Conference celebrated our successes, and encouraged action on mounting
challenges. The conference offered the opportunity to broker partnerships that will forge new paths for
future peacebuilding initiatives.


mailto:adam@allianceforpeacebuilding.org
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Keynote Addresses: Setting the Stage for Collective Action
Sustaining Peace at the United Nations:

The first keynote session held at USIP, began with a video message
from AntOnio Guterres, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations (UN). Secretary-General Guterres emphasized the need to
work together to sustain peace during a time of global challenges,
and encouraged all of our community to join together and support
the Sustaining Peace agenda at the United Nations. He stated that
we need to act more quickly and with more resources, and stressed
that prevention of conflict is the major priority for everyone
working in this field, and must be accomplished in partnership.

ASG Fernandez-Taranco with Melanie
Greenberg and Bridget Moix

Secretary-General Guterres was followed by keynote speaker Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, the United
Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support. Mr. Taranco highlighted the Sustaining
Peace agenda at the UN, which aims to ensure that prevention forms the backbone of all humanitarian
assistance, development, and security operations the UN carries out. He stated that we need to connect
conversations between New York City and D.C., bridging the gap between civil society and the UN, and
form partnerships with the private sector. He explained that major violent conflicts have tripled since
2010, and although prevention is the key, incentives for funding prevention are not always aligned with
the need. He also stressed the need to find new sources of financing for peacebuilding. After his
remarks, Bridget Moix, U.S. Senior Representative at Peace Direct, gave a response. Ms. Moix
emphasized that local people are the true experts on the solutions needed in their societies. She drew
on a Peace Direct and International Peace Institute survey which found that local peacebuilders face
challenges in recognition, resources, and solutions. She encouraged all participants to consider their
personal role in strengthening peace in their own societies, because, “perhaps it is time to think of all
our peacebuilding as both local and global.” Media Available - Click Here to Re-Watch this Session

The Future of Peace Inaugural Lecture:

The final day of the conference featured the Future of Peace
Inaugural Lecture: Pinker, Lovins, and the Science of Applied
Hope. The inaugural lecture of the “Future of Peace” Lecture
Series, sponsored by AfP Board Chair Robert Berg, welcomed Dr.
Eric Rasmussen, a distinguished medical doctor, US. Navy
Veteran, and humanitarian who served on numerous missions in
Irag, Afghanistan, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. His lecture
conceptualized many of the cross-cutting issues facing the
peacebuilding field, and offered his own perspective on what
societies need to accomplish to build peace. Dr. Rasmussen stressed that while the world is faced with
a sense of desperation, humanity has been working to gradually improve livelihoods and living
standards. Even now, in the U.S. military, there are several initiatives, such as Directive 3000.05, that
focus the Department of Defense on how it can better improve livelihoods through humanitarian
operations. Dr. Rasmussen lauded peacebuilding for its multi-sectoral approach and emphasized that
eradicating extreme poverty is crucial in reducing fragility and vulnerability. To reinforce his point, he

Dr. Eric Rasmussen
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7RP6f5BruQ
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cited the 19 challenges to global development that experts associated with the Copenhagen Consensus
identified to have the highest return of investment. He stated that investing in these challenges would
have a profound impact on expanding the global economy, reducing poverty and contributing toward
peace. He highlighted technological innovation and sustainable sources of energy, citing examples of
solar roof shingles, electric cars, and access to quality public radio, as playing a role in improving
livelihoods and building peace. Dr. Rasmussen concluded with stating in a world balanced between
hope and fear, it will be critical for our field to throw our weight on the side of hope. Media Available -
Click Here to Re-Watch this Session

Track One: Narratives for Peace

The peacebuilding community is increasingly recognizing the
power of narrative and storytelling to inspire new constituencies
for peace, and to shape collective action for peace. The second day
of the conference began with a plenary session on The Power of
Narratives for the Future of Peace. Julia Roig, the President of

partnersclobs!, I

Aina Abiodun
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXEe_UX18-o&t=1s

