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Objectives
1. Engaged. What?  
2. Edified. Why? 
3. Empowered. How? 



Values Inquiry

Find a partner….













Fact-Value Distinction

Value-neutrality
So-called “No-ought-from-is” doctrine 



Research on Evaluation
"Any purposeful, systematic, empirical 
inquiry intended to test existing knowledge, 
contribute to existing knowledge, or 
generate new knowledge related to some 
aspect of evaluation processes or products, 
or evaluation theories, methods, or 
practices.” (Coryn et al., 2016)



Research vs Evaluation





Research vs Evaluation

(Wanzer, 2019)



Research & Evaluation
Research Evaluation

Research Research on Research Research on Evaluation

Evaluation Evaluation of Research Evaluation of Evaluation



ROE Frameworks
ROE Agenda (Smith, 1993)
ROE Agenda (Henry & Mark, 2003)
ROE Taxonomy  (Mark, 2008)
Theory Eval Criteria (Miller, 2010)
ROE Areas (Szanyi, et al., 2013)





ROE Logic

Descriptive 
Theories

Prescriptive 
Theories

Contingency 
Theories



ROE Rationale
• Eval theory a-empirical
• Expert-based over 

evidence-based
• Evaluative dissonance



ROE Relevance
"To be useful, evaluation research must 
focus on topics that are valued by 
evaluation scholars and practitioners; to 
refine this focus, specific areas and 
questions of study need to be 
identified.” (Szanyi et al., 2013)





ROE Area Priorities
Areas of ROE Mean Standard Deviation

Research on impact 4.53 .66

Research on methods 4.31 .76

Research on context 4.19 .81

Research on ethics 3.97 .89

Research on culture 3.93 .92

Research on technology 3.78 .90

Research on professional dev. 3.74 .90

Research on policy issues 3.73 .92

Conceptual research 3.70 .93

Background research 3.62 .97

(Szanyi et al., 2013)



RO(peacebuilding)E

PeacePBPB 
EvalROPE



RO(peacebuilding)E



RO(peacebuilding)E
The evaluation of research
Evaluation as research
Evaluation as accountability
Research on evaluation
Research in evaluations
Research evaluation as ethical compass
Research evaluation as advocacy
Research evaluation as inst. strengthening



RO(peacebuilding)E



The Evaluation Deficit
• Provincial or national level
• Unconnected to national or 

international programmes;
• Informal in nature
• Defined in terms other than 

peacebuilding
• Continued over a long 

period of time



Practitioner-informed 
Research on PB Eval
“…based on practitioners’ problematization 
of their own experiences in daily work, their 
puzzles, concerns, and worries” (Styhre as 
quoted in Christie, 2009) 



ROPE Frameworks

Each table has a 
framework….



Large Group Discussion

Each table report on 
their framework….



Debrief
What is ROE?
Why?
How?




